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How the Public Sector Can Enhance the Four Phases of Emergency Management
Emergency management refers to the disaster management which encompasses from the time a disaster has not occurred to the after its occurrences. Emergency occurs at all levels in the community and may involve the environment and even among human beings (Canton, 2019). There are four phases of emergency management and they include mitigation, preparedness, response, and recovery. At each phase, some measures have to be taken all to ensure that proper management of the disaster or emergency is well contained. For proper management of emergencies by the emergency department, the public sector that includes police, firefighters, EMS, and public health plays an invaluable role (Kapucu, 2015). At the four phases of emergency management, the public sector can enhance emergency management.
Mitigation
Mitigation is the phase that aims at reducing the severity and even preventing the very occurrence of the emergency. The police department for example through the intelligence services can provide information regarding any attempts of terrorist attacks. Also, the weather department can provide reliable information as regards natural calamities like floods, storms and even hurricanes (Richards, 2017). All this information helps in putting measures to prevent the occurrence of a disaster like in case of attacks. In calamities, the public through the emergency department can warn about the occurrence and even prepare adequately in case the disaster that cannot be prevented occurs. Thus the public sector would have enhanced emergency management.
Preparedness
[bookmark: _GoBack]The public health can help to prepare for a disaster like a disease outbreak by alerting the healthcare providers and hospitals in case of a medical emergency. According to Levy and Prizzia (2018), this creates a situation where in case the outbreak occurs the relevant experts will be available at the point of care to ensure the outbreak is well taken care of. Also, the disaster relief groups will be ready to give the much help needed in case the disaster occurs. Proactive initiative are put in place ensuring minimal damage in case of a disaster since the public sector would be on the know and ready to act.
Response
At times mitigation and even preparedness may not be achieved and the disaster happens. The public sector can enhance emergency management at this phase by ensuring that prompt response to the disaster is done (Kapucu, 2015). This includes the presence of medical teams that would give first aid and transport those in need of specialized care. Also, the police and the army would help in giving direction and relocation of the population at risk in case of a natural calamity like hurricane occurrence.
Recovery
This phase of emergency management involves all the activities that are carried out to ensure that the victims of the disaster are supported back to near or normal. This phase requires the coordination of all the public sector agencies. For instance, if it was a case a natural disaster that destroyed homes, the medical team through the public health would be giving the much needed medical attention to facilitate that the victims are good health-wise. The police and even the army would be present to ensure that temporary shelters are made for the victims as they start rebuilding their lives once again (Canton, 2019). The weather department on its part will provide much-needed information regarding the likelihood of the calamity occurrence in the future. This information will be crucial in ensuring that proper and well-coordinated plans have put in place in case such a disaster happens again.  Therefore, the public sector enhances emergency management on its role in the four phases of emergency management.
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